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Subj: Information on 2ir Searches Jonduched by Arwy Air
Foyges in lotnection with the ley¥e Operstion,
Cetober 9443 reqguast for.

1. The Zavel Far follege is sbout to underteke an anslyticsl
‘gtudy of the Batlla for Leyte Oulf. It iz to be FPrisarily &
siudy of the declisiomr made by the vapious navel comsunders. I8
iz therefore metesssry to obialn inforzstion councsrmins the lende
based air seerches throughout the sotion. There iz no detalled
informaticn avallable at the “ar (ollege on the 8ir sespoles cone
gucted by the Commauder, Southwert Pecific Area, in ithis oparg~
tion, nor by Chdnm-bssed Avey sireralt, ‘

2e Infor=ation availedle imiicetes that Soutbwesd recific
asartins were condusted by airverelt besed &b Sopotel, Blek, and
Tarwin, anc that the flam for these smerchow mey e contained
in CCREOEEAPAC Operetion Plsn 13«44, Acxex “5%, Thers appesy
giso 30 Lieve Losh gesrehes o Lhe Soulh Chine Sgs By Chinaeiased
slircralt, tut from ehet bases is not clear.

s In order $o provids Inforastion necessary for i:is soalrels,
it iz requested toat the foliowing Le fupnished for the pericd
11«27 Cotober 1244 inclusive:

{&) Zecgrephis “elinestion of eech secior sesreiwd fros
Forotali, Zisk and the China Coseb.

{2) Mumsber of times wmck sector Wes sesrebad dasly.

i (C} Type ol alrerslt emplcyed for each pesbor end the
tasw Lrom whioh it operated.

{7} Tims of com.encement snd completion 27 eamch ssctor
saaroh,

{z) Important surfece contacts Peported.

Te Bo COOLEY
Raar Admivel, U.S8.%
Aoting Premidsnt
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From: President, ¥aval zer College. ' S
Tos3 Chief, Bistorical Division {¥orlc wmer IX dwoup),
Speoial Stalf, TU.S. Ammy. |

Bublt G.Mel., 5.5.P.h. Oporations Mustructions number 70 -
request for,

l. It 3¢ raquested tiat & ¢ of the asubjlect inatruotions
be sade sveilable $o ths Heval ¥er College. It is believed
that thess Iinstructlions were lssued in conjunetion with the
plamning for ihe leyte Opersilon which coeurres duping
Sgtoder, 1544,

T, B, CODLEY
Rear idmiyal, Y,.5.%,.
Acting Preaident
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23 August 19850

Information on Aﬂr Searches ~ Leyte Campsign.

President
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

1. Reference your letter of 11 August 1950 requesting
information on air search operations during the Leyte Campaign
I am shipping under separate cover (Registered Mall) a series
of twenty-two (22) journals of the G-3 Section, GHR, Southwest
Pacific Area, covering the period 10 October through 31 October
1944, which contain the desired information.

2. The subject journals are being sent on a short-term
loan since they are the original and only existing records of
this type in the Department of the Army. I would appreciate
their return as soon as they have served their purpose. Par-
tial return of this shipment by individual journals is agree-

able,

Se Reproduction of any or all of the material being sent
you 1is authorized.

ORLANDO WARD
Major General, USA
Chief, Military History
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28 August 1950

¥a jor General Orlendo ¥Ward, U.S.A.
Chief of ¥ilitary History
Pentagon Bldg.

wWeashington, D.C.

Dear General Wer d4:

Thank you very much for your letter of 23
August wherein you stated trtet you were sending me the G-3
Journals requested by me.

Needless to may, I appreciate your courtesy
in forwarding these journale and once they have arrived we
shall take care of them as you requested. I am sure that
they will bs most helpful.

It was a great pleasure to mset you and to
discover your keen interest in matters historical. It was
also pleasing to note your friendly attitude towards my
sndeavors and your readiness to contribute towards them.

For this, I am exceedingly grateful, as I have discovered
that without good information, almost all history or analyses
are more or less worthless .

Veny sincerely yburs'

R. W. BATES
Commodore, USK(Ret)




20 Sept 1950

Al
Ser 2670-50(AR/R¥B:jc)

From: President, Naval War College
To : Chief of Historiecsl Divisicn {World ¥%ar II Group)

Special Staff, U.S. Army

Information on Air Searches Conducted by Army Air Forces
in connection with the lLeyte Operation, October 1944;
request for :

Ref : (a) -Pres NavWWarCol 1ltr Ser 2129 of 11 August 1950
(b} Your 1ltr of 23 August 1950

1. Reference (a) requested informstion on air searches conducted
from Norotai, Blak, and Chins bases in support of the Leyte oper-
ation in October 1944, Reference (b) forwarded twenty-two (22)
.journals of the ¢~3 Section, GHQ, Southwsst Pacific Area covering
~ the time of the operation.

2. The journals are now bsing examined and will yield some in=-
formation on sir searches conducted from Morotal and Biak. .Therse
is, however, no basic information in the journals on seareches con-
ducted by Allied Alr Forces based iIn China, although there are
some cocntact reports from such searches.

3. It is accordingly requested that such information as may be
availebls from other sources relative to the conduet of air searches
from Chine bases in support of the Leyte operation be forwarded to
this command. Partiecularly desired sre: (a) The geographle delin-
eation of seetors searched, (b) the type and number of aircraft
used for search and their bases, (¢} the times of commencement snd
completion of each sector search, {d) important surfaee contacts
reported, {e) the commands conduciing these searches and their
command relation to ComScWesPac. In other words, how were these .
searches coordinated with those of ComSoWesPac? {f) How were
contacts relayed to ComSoVWesPae?

4. Receipt is also acknowledged of a copy of GHQ, SouthWest
Pacific Operating Instructions Number 70.

5. The cooperation of the Historicel Divislon, Special Staff,
U.S. Army in assisting this command in obtaining data is appre-

ciated.,

Te Re COOLEY
Acting President
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ggzmz, Yaval Tar sum Pentagon Bul
Room 1E664, ® @hi;!ngm =S '

3nbi: Commend Eeletlons in the O8I
Enel: {1) Ope rough Cemsand Belebion Dissrem for Cetober 1944

. 1. Por-some time this comzend hes begh endesvordinz hrough
many soupcez to dlspover the comsand relstionship which exine
ted % the time of the Batils for lLeyte Sull detween the alp.
foress in the Chisn-furss-Indis Thmwater snd COSSOERSPAL, CINDCPOA
and the Joint Chiels of 3taff. The replies o date from all
amzmzmbwanryemmgmém;raumm~
sote Shat there was no agresmmnt 2% this $ize,

£, Tue octher day,; Commodore Dates of my Stelf, while discusse
fng the mabier with the Hiaborisal Division of the Jolint Chisfs
of steff, discovermd thei 1% wes guite possible Shnd this in-
fornation was availadle »ifidn your command, and in particular
gg?:?im $o @, CReprles Romarma, & CTBI ﬁisteﬁ.m; in Hoom

3. In enclosure {1) there is drawn up & rough dlsgrse for the
CRI Theater, but mors particularly fw the Chine Theater, wiieh
gives some iden of Lhow this ocomssnd relationship was hendled.

4, This command would sppreciste 1% very mush Iif you would
have your $3I Seetion complets thls dlagram, suswer the gues
tlons on the dla ,Mpmwmm:umsmmt
uight e svalls soncerning the command relations,
MtMgt tﬁbﬁtﬁmm&m%aﬁ%m‘umw
eral 5tiilvell was relieved Ly Ceneral Tedemwyer.

$. This coumzand wm&é sppreciste any Informsiion concsrning
the searchss made, the dopbins shtacks mads in support of ihe
iayte Opavation, mm the two bosding sbtacks sade on
Formosa by the TEENTIETS Alr Foroe and sy of the following

y -~
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BRSSETCTED

Fromi President, ﬂaﬂ ﬁar College «
orfiger-in-Chasge, Military o e Pentegon Bailding,
Room 12564, Ewghington 5, DeCs - o

Bad i smamhtmznwm
Enel: mmmcmmﬁmmmmm

. m;»»mmmwmmw
nany souress o disgover the command relstlionsdip which sxise
tsd 3% the Lime of the Pabdils for wum&.m
sod Ehe Joint Chiefs of 38aff. muwawmm
QWWM’QN wm m W;mo
aste SBat there wes gwﬁwmntim

2. The viher day; Commodors Dates of ny Stelf, while discunse
fog the msbter witk the Hiatoriesal Division of the Jolint Chiefls
ﬁﬁm,ﬁmm&mm%mﬁbhmmw
tamf.an wiis availables witiin your command, in particular

gﬁmhm. fheries Renmmy, & B Kiaw:m, tnm

- mmnmmmumw Wé&mmmi
CEI Theater, but aors perticularly for m ‘Ching Theater, mbhich
gives some Sdes of bow thals sommsnd relstionship sas handled.

4 thémuwwim it wﬂmitymmid
have your $5I Seetion cmhta dlagran, sswer the gques~
ummmhgm provide any further informaiion that
&mum M command relations. it imgore

wmmmmnmmmm
m;z 5&3;23“1 was relieved Uy Ceneral Gadenmsywr.

™his cowend sould spprecints informatlon Wg
m:wmﬁwgg&mgww
Loyte ration, Iuding bouddng sttseks wsde on
orussR by the TEENIIETE Air Fores and sy of Uw following

—
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. Ser 626-BL(ABiEWB:1je}
1aformation as ia avellable:
{s) The organization of the FOSRYEENTH and TUEFTIETH Aly

Forees in Chins insluding the w»ing, sﬂmp, nmz Squadren mme
ber deaignstions.

{b) The bases {roz which they opsrated during Oetober 1344,

{¢)} The nuzber of sireraft sssigned snd the mumber sstual~
iy *gvdhﬁg}to squadrons showing the type alreraft {(suoh as
P or P .

{d) The bomd losd carriesd op operaticsne which were in supe
port of the layts faspaign and the eruizing radiuns of the warie
cus types with bomb losd.

8. It would slsc be of intersat to discover when thess Leasses
wars gaptured by the Japaness and were therefors no longer avalls
abls to the ililed comcand, :

8. G. DARCHET
8y direction




Department of the A
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTORY
Special Staff, United States Army,
Washington 25, D.C.

6 Feb 13551

Captain S. G. Barchet, USN,
President, Naval War College,
Naval War College,

Newport, Rhode Island.

Dear Captain Barchet:

We were able to complete parts (a) and (b) and a portion of part
(d) of paragraph 5 of your basic letter of 31 January 1951. '
Inclosure No. 2 contains the information available to our CBI
Section.

As far as we are able to ascertain, we believe that you are :
right in stating that no formal agreement existed between CBI Theater,
CINCPOA and COMSOWESPAC regarding KING II operation. As early as
18 September 1944 General Stilwell was notified by the JCS of KING
II. He was told Admiral Nimitz would contact him by radio for air
support from CBI bases. Therefore, a cooperation and coordination
channel did exist from that date forward. Stilwell, through the
command arrangements on Inclosure No., 2, directed his Air Force
Commands to coordinate their efforts with General MacArthur and

Admiral Nimitz,

Stilwell also took personel interest in the XX Bomber Command's
activities from 11 October through 15 October., The Stilwell Papers,
page 343, refer to a visit to Chengbu to see General LeMay., His
unpublished diaries have the following entries, which give an
interesting insight on the manner in which he personally cooperated
with MacArthur, Nimitz and LelMay:

14 Oct 44."Shoved off for Chengbu at 5. Arrived at 8:30,.

—  Saw LeMay and Col. Sol Rosenblatt, special
representative for Arnold. 129 B-=29's off for
Okayama., 9 backe. 120 over target. 4 lost. No AA,
No interception. 650 tons dropped (400,000 gallons
of gasoline!) Talked till 11:30 p.m." /Check this
against Mission No. 10 on Incl No. 2,

15 Oct 44."eeesUp at 7:00. Breakfast. Saw first photos.

—  Poor bombing. Off at 9:00 for Chungking. In at
10:15, +.. Navy in (either a radio or a liaison
officer) at 11:45 p.m. with a request from Nimitz
to scout for Jap Fleet,"

Stilwell's diary entries show that he kept his CBI command abreast
of Admiral Nimitz's wishes regarding KING II and assumed a direct
responsibility in contacting Lelay in order to see if the orders
coming through JCS channels to both officers were being implemented.




General Stilwell was recalled to Washington on 18 October, and
on 25 October 1944, Major Gen. Albert C., Wedemeyer was given a JCS
directive to coordinate his air effect witn MacArthur and Nimitz,
A tri-intra-theater agreement on the degree of coordination was
reached at Hollandia on 2-4 November 1944,

In answer to parts (c) and €d) of paragraph 5, we suggest that
Jou contact Lt. Col. Arthur J. Larsen, Air Force Historical
Division, Room 5E871, The Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

It is hoped that the above information and Inclosure No. 2 will
be of some assistance to you,

Sincerely,

(s) ORLANDO WARD,-
2 Incls: Ma jor-General, USA,
l. No change. Chief, Military History.
2o CBI Command chart,.




13 February 1953

Dear Colonel Larson:

This office 1s writing a critical analysis of the major nawval
battles of World War II, and it is necessary, on occasions,.
to obtein Infermetion from other scurces.

I wrote to General Ward for certain information, and am very
happy to say that he provided most of it. But, some Infor-
matlon he was uneble to provide, and reccmmsnded that I cobtain
thet information from you, '

I asked Ceneral Ward if he could give me any information
concerning the searches made snd the bombing attacks mede in
support of the Leyte Operation, which, as you kmow, ccourred
during the late middle of October 1944 I wished Information
concerning the bombing atiecks made on FPormosa by the
TRENTIETH Alr Forece, snd any of the following information:

{a) The orgnizatim of the FOURTEENTH -and TWENTIZTH
Alr Forces China, Including the Wing, Group and
Squsdron deslignations, :

{b) The Basés from which they operated during
Oetobar 1944;

(¢} The number of mircraft assigned and the number
actually avsilable to squadrons, showing the %type
alrcraft (such as Ped( or Ped?),

{ﬁ) The bomd lead carried on operasions which were
support of the Leyte Campaign, and the ¢ruising
radius of the various types with bomb lead,

I am ha to say that Oenersl Ward gave me information
coneerning 1tems () and (b}, but he was unable %o zive me
any Information concerning items {(c) and {d). I% was for
items {c) and (@) that ho suggested I wrise o you.

For your Informetion I am enclosing herewith the Dimgram of
c(:f:mtmtig vhich General Ward prepared for me, with ths
General's forwarding letder. This may be of use to you in
providing me with the Information which I desire., As the
Dlagram of Command is the only copy of the command sebsup

in the CBI which I have, I rmst request that it be returned
to me so soon as you have completed working with 1t, If, for
any reason, you see any mistakes in 1t, I should appreciate
your kindness in indlcating ths errors,

wle




It may be of interest to you %o Mnow that the Battle for
Ieyte Gulf 1s being prepmred by the Faval War College, 25 &
critical snalysis of naval command. It mekes 1ittle reference
to errors of ceemanders of other services, unless perchance
such errors affect the naval commander's decisions.

Very sincerely yours,

Re ¥e BATES,
Commodore, Us. S. Favy,

Encls

gl} Diagram of Cormand,

2) Copy of Major Ceneral Wardls
forwarding letter d4dtd 6 Fa: 1051,

-

Lt Gcl. Arthur J. I-araen, ‘
Alr Force Hilstorlesl Division,
Room 538‘71’,

The Pentagon,

¥Washington, D, C,
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* DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORC’

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

16 February 1951

Commodore R. W. Bates
Naval War College
Newport

Rhode Island

Dear Commodore Bates:

This office is in receipt of your letter of 13 February 1951 in
which you request certain historical information pertaining to the
Fourteenth and Twentieth Air Forces and the Leyte Campaign.

Inasmuch as the basic source material needed to furnish a reply
is contained in the Archives of the Historical Division of the Air
University Library at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama, I have taken
the liberty of forwarding your request to that office and you will

hear from them directly.

Sincerely,

ARTHUR J. SEN
Lt. Colone¥, USAF
Chief, Air University Historical

ILiaison Office
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